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Appreciation of Mr. Markos Marinakis’ Tireless Dedication to the Preservation of the Chian Culture & Educational Advancement

The Chios Society of Greater Washington, DC Area - 67th National Chian Convention - October 11-13, 2024



N = The eyep, «
'051'0°f Humanir; en,t In e
NIR0 Greece frony 1 \Meric
M8 resented by gL 218 19501
W p’r‘;efnclass%’ ﬂre Amer?;n?
S (ASCSA) an g tudies o
:ﬂﬁ: Library at ‘hethﬁ &

wral Center o Maligy;
Ggl N the s
g " Jrookline, g, CHC

e event \.

g e panet of g, Bhted

P ic m, e
"f:yed. nndp o : Tia dis!
frousht to Boston o &'i:}ggcits

2 dm‘]‘}ge endea\'or Spotl; v

pultifaceted FSSistan§hu the

T AmenicIn Cifn, IO

eri ¢
wﬂGl’eeCe and Ol’gnmn‘iohd

1 fia diiry the Gre s

pratola during the g veks of

pistorical perigg ¢ 19]8&13‘“8

following the Ay Minco 1929

e map
members wmysgfn‘h‘ Audiene,
of the Americay ¢ What awg,.
fANCe 1O struggy, MANCial ggic”
ing that perigy’$ Greece gy,
were impregge 'y ' Majoriry
presented regy o 1€ details

American hosPi,ah“f the 23

in Gmfby fe. Stablisheq

rescue of g§

the constrycy

The 67th National Chj

The 67th National Chian Convention in DC a Success, over 700 Attend

TNH Staff

| WASHINGTON, DC - One of the
Biggest events o the "Greek-
tional Chian Convention, took
Place October 11-13 at the J.W,
DMémm hotel in Washington,

As the former president of the
Chios Societies cf the Americas
& Canada ang one of the
founders of the Chian Federation
of America, Markos Marinakis
told The National Herald aheag]
of the Convention, the oOrganizers
expected over 700 people, with
Chians from every state of the
United States and others from
Canada traveling to Washington,
DC for the three days of events,

"The Conference is great and
of great importance to us. It will
take place in Washington and
there all Chiots will certainly
bring our heritage, as Greeks,
Among other things, we will visit
the Capitol on Friday and we will
talk with a delegation of elected
members of Congress and sena-
tors,” said Marinakis.

According to Marinakis,
among those invited to the con-
ference is Chair of the Senate's
Foreign Relations Committee
Benjamin Cardin, who replaced
Philhellenic former senator Bob
Menendez in this pivotal institu-
tional position after his resigna-
tion. At the same time, Congress-
man John Sarbanes, son of the
legendary senator and fighter for
Greek national issues in Con-
gress, Paul Sarbanes, was also
invited and shared his greetings
at the event.

Ambassador of Greece to the
U.S. Ekaterini Nassika offered
greetings during the Convention
as did His All-Holiness Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew in a
message read by His Grace
Bishop Nektarios of Diokleia.

According to organizers,
“much of the conference focused
on business success, sports, and
teaching the next generation of
Chios-Americans about the value
of being from the small but
mighty island of Chios, the ship-
ping capital of the world, and
about their Greek ancestors,"
while there were special tours of

the White House and other land-
marks of Washington, DC, like
the U.S. Capitol.

The Grand Gala was held on
Saturday at the JW Marriot ho-
tel, with a great youth tumout.
Earlier on the same day, the Del-
egates’ Meeting was held in
which 60-70 delegates from the
U.S. and Canada were expected
to take part.

On Sunday, the participants
attended the Divine Liturgy and
the Doxology at St. Sophia Greek
Orthodox Cathedral in Washing-
ton, while a farewell lunch fol-
lowed, with which the business
of the conference also formally
closed.

The event included, among
others, participants from Chios
societies and associations from
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Chios Society of Greater
Washington, DC Area President
and Chair of the Convention
Maria Kaniou-Stefanias released
a statement about the successful
event. She said: “The 67th Chi-
otiko convention was a great suc-
cess and its echo is stll with us
in our hearts and in our memo-
res. In the capital... Washington,
DC, across the street from the
White House and [not far from]
the Capitol, our hearts became
one, honoring our roots and our
island, Chios. We worked for
months, very hard, to make this
event as perfect as possible and,
I dare to say, we ourdid our-
selves, defying all fatigue. From
the position of chairwoman of
this board, I would like to ex.
press my thanks to everyone who
participated to make this an un-
forgettable evening: John Costa-
las; Angela Nicholas Costalas,
George Conomos, Maria Ktistakis
Conomos, Christina Hyrkas,
Georgia Karamalikis, Dimitrios
B. Kontolios, Dimitrios Kalafatis,
Regina  Ktistakis, Dimitra
Marafatsos, Christos Marafatsos,
Markos Marinakis, Bill Presti,
Nora Presti, Olga Souka, Pana-
giotis Stefanias, Vicki Stefanias,
Christina Warnke, Pantelis Zairis,
Anthie Rallis-Zairis. To our dance
group, who with their traditional
costumes, brought us close to
Pyrgi and the traditions of our
land. To our beloved Gianna,
who sang our national anthem
and moved us deeply. To Giannis
Fountoulis, our Olympioniki,
who made this lightning trip in
order to be near us and fills us
with pride and enthusiasm as a
worthy Chiotis. To the artists
who entertained us, led by Yan-
nis Ligno on clarinet, our Vange-
lis Stroumbakis... our Gianna
and Anthi with their beautiful
voices. They brought the Chian
(and not only) songs to the hall
and we all danced with our
souls.”

Maria Kaniou-Stefanias also
thanked “our sponsors Michael
and Robin Psaros, Markos and
Maria Marinakis, Stefanos and
Despina Bouboulis, Markos and
Sevasti Lagos, Panchiaki Korais
Society Inc., Michael Theodor-
akis and to all our Bronze Spon-
sors. And finally to all of you who
came from all parts of America,
to prove that we, the Chians
abroad, keep the flame of our
homeland unquenched, work

lessly for our new ion
to have a better future and are
proud to be Chians! And here's
to the next with good luck! Long
live our Greece! Long live our
Chios! Long live our Americal
Thank you.”

As TNH Contributor George
Hatziioannou noted in his report
on the Convention for the Greek
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The 67th National Chian Convention was held in Washington, DC, October 11-13, and included visits
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WASHINGTON, DC - One of the
biggest eyents of the Greek-
American digspora, the 67th Na-
tional ‘Chjan Convention, took
place October 11-13 at the JW.
Mcamon hotel in Washington,

As the former president of the
Chios Societies of the Americas
& Canada and one of the
founders of the Chian Federation
of America, Markos Marinakis,
told The National Herald ahead
of the Convention, the organizers
expected over 700 people, with

Chians from every state of the
United States and others from
Canada traveling to Washington,
DC for the three days of events,

"The Conference is great and
of great importance to us. It will
take place in Washington and
there all Chiots will certainly
bring our heritage, as Greeks.
Among other things, we will visit
the Capitol on Friday and we will
talk with a delegation of elected
members of Congress and sena-
tors,” said Marinakis.

According to Marinakis,
among those invited to the con-
ference is Chair of the Senate's
Foreign Relations Committee
Benjamin Cardin, who replaced
Philhellenic former senator Bob
Menendez in this pivotal institu-
tional position after his resigna-
tion. At the same time, Congress-
man John Sarbanes, son of the
legendary senator and fighter for
Greek national issues in Con-
gress, Paul Sarbanes, was also
invited and shared his greetings
at the event.

Ambassador of Greece to the
U.S. Ekaterini Nassika offered
greetings during the Convention
as did His All-Holiness Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew in a
message read by His Grace
Bishop Nektarios of Diokleia.

According to organizers,
“much of the conference focused
on business success, sports, and
teaching the next generation of
Chios-Americans about the value
of being from the small but
mighty island of Chios, the ship-
ping capital of the world, and
about their Greek ancestors,"
while there were special tours of
the White House and other land-
marks of Washington, DC, like
the U.S. Capitol.

The Grand Gala was held on
Saturday at the JW Marriot ho-
tel, with a great youth tumout.
Earlier on the same day, the Del-
egates’ Meeting was held in
which 60-70 delegates from the
U.S. and Canada were expected
to take part.

On Sunday, the participants
attended the Divine Liturgy and
the Doxology at St. Sophia Greek
Orthodox Cathedral in Washing-
ton, while a farewell lunch fol
!owed, with which the business
of the conference also formally
closed.

The event included, among
others, participants from Chios
societies and associations from
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Chios Society of Greater
Washington, DC Area President
and Chair of the Convention
Maria Kaniou-Stefanias released
a statement about the successful
event. She said: “The 67th Chi-
otiko convention was a great suc-
cess and its echo is still with us
in our hearts and in our memo-
ries. In the capital... Washington,
DC, across the street from the
White House and [not far from]
the Capitol, our hearts became
one, honoring our roots and our
island, Chios. We worked for
months, very hard, to make this
event as perfect as possible and,
I dare to say, we outdid our-
selves, defymg all fatigue. From
the position of chairwoman of
this board, 1 would like to ex-
press my thanks to everyone who
participated to make this an un-
forgettable evening: John Costa-
las, Angela Nicholas Costalas,
George Conomos, Maria Ktistakis
Conomos, Christina Hyrkas,
Georgia Karamalikis, Dimitrios
B. Kontolios, Dimitrios Kalafatis,
Regina  Ktistakis, Dimitra
Marafatsos, Christos Marafatsos,
Markos Marinakis, Bill Presti,
Nora Presti, Olga Souka, Pana-
giotis Stefanias, Vicki Stefanias,
Christina Warnke, Pantelis Zairis,

Anthie Rallis-Zairis. To our dance
group, who with their traditional
costumes, brought us close to
Pyrgi and the traditions of our
land. To our beloved Gianna,
who sang our national anthem
and moved us deeply. To Giannis
Fountoulis, our Olymplom}u
who made this lightning trip in
order to be near us and fills us
with pride and enthusiasm as a
worthy Chiotis. To the artists
who entertained us, led by Yan-
nis Ligno on clarinet, our Vange-
lis Stroumbakis... our Gianna
and Anthi with their beautiful
voices. They brought the Chian
(and not only) songs to the hall
and we all danced with our
souls.”

Maria Kaniou-Stefanias also
thanked “our sponsors Michael
and Robin Psaros, Markos and
Maria Marinakis, Stefanos and
Despina Bouboulis, Markos and
Sevasti Lagos, Panchiaki Korais
Society Inc., Michael Theodor-
akis and to all our Bronze Spon-
sors. And finally to all of you who
came from all parts of America,
to prove that we, the Chians
abroad, keep the flame of our
homeland unquenched, work
tirelessly for our new generations
to have a better future and are
proud to be Chians! And here's
to the next with good luck! Long
live our Greece! Long live our
Chios! Long live our Americal
Thank you.”

As TNH Contributor George
Hatziioannou noted in his report
on the Convention for the Greek
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